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STIRRING DEBATE.
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Sound Souse About the Requirements

of the Pension Office.

In the House of Bepresanta tires, on Thurs-
day last, the pension appropriation bill being
utrilor discussion iu Committee of the Whole,
Mir. iSolt'. of West Virginia, with a view to

ia the tiil a provision by means of
which the ehiims jmiv pending before tlie Pen-
sion 'Department might ho adjudicated at an
early dittc, otTercd tho following amendment:

jjjrf provided futtlicr. That no proof shall here-
after be required ulUitrr in pending vases or those
liui entUf filed an U the phystud condition of tlie
Soldleriu whose behalf said application is made at
tlie Mine lie was mustered into the service of the
Unod States, and uli claims hcit'tuforc rej-cto- d on
UiM ground stmM Ik idtcard. ami if the proof is
butiiottry in other respect be granted.

lu sepjKrt of his amendment, Mr. GofFsaid:
Mr. Uhatrniuu. the men in whoe interest we

legislate Hd disouss questions presented horc to-
day are Mtpidiy grow mg uld. They are fast pass-
ing awn?. The widows of the dead soldiers of Uie
army ol Uie Union arc growing weary '" wmiiug
forthefudjllineutof i he promises long :iiee,uiude
to tliem. .ngrs iui becu. 1 may cay, even Jnv-ishiH- tts

iugisuuivc promises. Hut m mnny par-
ticulars it has been utost derelict in their fulfill-inon- i.

Do you reatize, Mi. Chnii-uiau- , that over
3u04O5S uSaims are as yet uundjudututcd ? These
claims wuif Sited in the iinme of Iho.--e who for
IhttfriftMiMtry ve nil litey hat! lo jjive their lives,
their baafU, Mini Uioir hUwis imuihtiod. These
cliiiine are lli uintitHfiattted ithlionuh twenty
yeaifc iiHV ttlnjad ciuee tbe Uuio when Uico xneu
fco tu tiered mid died.

At kis point Mr. Gofl''s attention was called
tolHefHct tSinl the Committee ou Invalid Pen-ehm- is

ha4 already rojor:e4 u, hill of tbe same
touir ab the amenitmeut, but be very justly
TepKd Uwt tlie befit v.'ay to secure this lepiala-tiu- n

vam iirouH au HttHdmeut to tbe pension
iiifiiuritaiH bill rather than to take tho
ckaaeck witk n btU tiwtt was low dinvn on tbe
caomar. and if tbcj wore all agreed as to the
e$uraf the proot4 JeialiitioH there was no
retteo rhy itttould net be enacted as ho pro-
posed. Itaaunsing hie arjiumout, he said:

AX ICWJQCEKT APPRXV.
Tor 4oitg. weary yutin.a I bave fcaid. the men ed

to tm batiaUtti by tlus teb1:liou have hoen
fw jt, himJ a. lutb cxnne nut. Thei-- c feuliiies

of tlie aiinj' rf Uio L'iiion. ihese !ead Mjldicra, areljetn'e amrtf-m- . Tm-j- - aie Jewels in the crown
of ni.-- r ; Uiey arc woitny of U) nUeiitiim of this
CXwiK't-B- ; tley art-entuie- to nir serious coiiKid-onUtu- tt

they KuUiered from all eeUon;
USJ' toeMsctetl ail jitxi4fei4no; Uiey uue up till
oeoop&uou. ; they uAertfiued bomca; lheydefccrtetl

Sii(ire, till ; anJ Uiey nmralied under your
bttimer fh6-ui- y in Uie p-.t- of luty down into the
juwe urctJi. And t Jiey did uo not for u niny, not
for a ixiMi ; wwr dnl tbey to it for u croed ; tor
men of all jMtrtieb Uirted of the dree of the bitter
cup, nu4 Mjldicrs of iiH seutioiM and all creeds
shredin tbe jm vntioiib and the daugeia and von
tlie litMiara tl Hie tMttUab of tlie Union.

"WSJiy, Sir. CiiMionaH. do you realize tliat the
niwttiers of ytnt then ty MWiei, many, very
nnuty of tttetM, re peneious to-dn- It is
even ot gttoft of urinie that tliin suite of nffaira cs-L.- tc

in Uii laud to-d.i- y. kiiou- - ilmt many of you
will titan; tfeat there has been un iuiiiicii.se amount
of iegMi!iMi jn fuvor of Uie soldier. And yet I
8Hy. wheu yu eiuiiime the refKirts of the Comtuia-EMHi- er

f tieiont yu wii wse that these Miifertn
mothers f thetU-a- ooldiers-o- f the land are btill
cs1ais in vlu for the relies that bos been proffered
them. AVliy. jair, think what Uie couutrj-- baa
Ciiined; titen paue aid conlcmphite wliat they
Iihvq iost. They laive been taught m the m;!ioot of
advenaty. Tii-- y ai-- e not unacqutiiuted wiUi grief.
T3ie childrrn of their love were given to tbe cause
of ottuutry and at Uie cull of duly.

AM ovw your land to-da- y. in this beautiful
epriugtime. the gr.,sa is growing snxn over the
graven ofthoir Joved add Ua'ir iosU These mothers
for tvtaMii 1 henk gave all that they could give for
the caittse f their eoimtry. Tlicy Jiave suffered
more tlmti we can iore depict in language, or can
weiglu Tliiu very liour to them is full of bitter
iuiguib know i jHty to tlne wlio in tbe bitter-
ness of grief at e continually longiue.

"For Uie touch of a vanished band.
And Uio bound ofa voice that is bUlL."

WEES OUB fiOLBIimS ABLE-BODIE-

Kow. Sir. CJiainnuti. i daim that tbe men wbo
Siftrctted vrUh Unuit. tbe grandest of grand aol-di- ui;

that tbe men ulio inarched with Mienimn
on Jits Avot.dorful march to tlie tea; that the men
who follow! Ju. shernuiu in tbe valley of the
Sliciiandoali an Eden turned to a seething bell;
thaltnetnen wbo followed the gallant young Cuh-te- r.

wbo rode acrosa the plains of the Old Ltomin-io- n;

thai tbe men who followed Uie banner of that
Kisperbr-oJdior- . grand as bis cause and true as liia
Bleet. llanoock ; slial the men who followed Gar-
field, our martyred and murdered President,

"Ttie thread of h lie renown
ThoJ'ates ay epm round and full.
Out of their eliotcest mid their whitest wool;"

that Uie iiiuii wto tveni wiih FigliUtig Joe Hooker
above lite clouds; that tbe men uiitl theboy wbowere iSiJung enough to seize the Ugerof rebellionby Uie tliioat and wrangle it in the jungles of the
wilderness that those men should uot Ije told to-
day UiuttHcy me 110t jxnj were not then Mnmg,
ablc-lM-di-ed meu. Tliey oiiouid not now be re-
quired by faving wiUiossvbtu prove that Uiey thenin Una dy perlormwi well a duty Uiat men could
only perionn when tttnaig nien.1 be inett, Mr. Chtnrmaii. wlio fought in the
armies i le and Juuknou. brave leadem of brave
men men who Iwre given lusler to the renown ofthe JViiicnuuu soldier those men, 1 say. io-la-v

should not be insulted by being told they were
vauiuistied by w.-ak- . disabled men. it is not onlyan muit to Uie men wbo fought with Lee and
JucVmim, but it i also an iusuit to thesoldier of the
Ermy of tlie Union to eay to him that the tov he
comendua wJt wm-n- ut as brave, as gallant, and as
gej..jr.H an tHiMtootf. I y Hint the time ha come
when we sijouW liate tbi legilauon and be done
w-tt- tinE-- e continual uhhu for justice, all of
"wliM is outieuded by each, and every member of
UHs 11oms.

Tit ttHTu m whose Interest is intended this legis-btt- H.

written Uie WiioraMc chuiruuiu of the Com-tutKi'.-

JuvaHd l'outni,n Mr. Malouj riys haslnt jMwtiWed. tiie iihw wtiom the geiitlemuu fromAiteo,Mr. Uogemj bay, hi, (.omiinltee Jou theJ'a;Mdut H i'cMoiis. JioMitty.aud IJaek baaatso pnvi4vd or. Uie weii for who-- e beuetil I
iiave onVred Uns aineiidmeiii and dear knows J
em not hiuiuu, lutu it is done no that n is donetUc ittuM m wioe interest Uiis is profit-re- d have
wade K iKiwiWr for a Iteputibc of over S0.UWI.O0u

emle,tvMg mi tle aflTeeUoim of atl its citizens.to nmHze hirt. Ut we ar- - iu dud u Kmiou of
freoiuoM o dnntd no muster, fear no king, andkneel lo none liui tlieir Ood. Great applause,

M1U RAXDALL pBJECTS.
At theeociioii at Sir. Sofl"s remarks, Mr.

Eaudali iDimi.). r Pennsylvania, rose to a
pomttjof oitdor, and the foUowing 'colloquy en- -
bUtrtl

The OIJA1JIMAN. Tho point of order muet h
aUMMMt A now. The Cniiir will bear Uie gwiUe-vamt- o

ltftwa K.
Mr. 4"1ALL. Tlie point of order is tliat tbe

anioiidiiHiiM is uew leguJuliuii and not in the lineof oewiomy. It woukI involve greater eipense.liut Hj olncf ui.jo.-tt- . u to K is tliat it docs not come
WK-- the iipprm-it- l f Uie Cti.niiUeoon Invalid
PeiHAoiin r aw (JomuiHtee m

A MtMtmtL What diirctenee I- that make75Ir. Ka11aLL. 1 do not want to legislate inthat way.

Sir. GQFF. A --word only as to the objection Uiat
the uiMotrtluiuiit is tbe nme iu sulliuice as Uie bill
related ig the CimuiilU--c on Invalid Pensions or
theSHtleutUoiitimtteeoii the I'ymeiitof Pensions,liouirty. anil lu i'ay. If Uie gentleman fromlutuylvMtH wtH examine the two he will hateno JWU-uh- y in reaebmg the couelusion that theprovisions ol the bill and of this amendment arewot the same. This amendment may accomplish

tMeJ?L ""'1?reeta iniended to lie uecotuptished bythe bill or Uie Committee on Invalid i'euhions, butUgottsfiHiherUntnthut. The aiuendineiit I haveoUured provnJus Unit men w ho were recognized ascapable iind aide for duty at the time of the bcgiu-ntug- uf

Inrttiiities tn HAiI and who were mueteivdlnio the service, w hose uames apn.-a-r upon Uie
mupUtr-ro- Us tliat thoe men h,dl be consideredcapable of dut at the time their names were soplaeed on Uie iiiuslei-roll- s.

JJow.sir. you and J in common wiUi citizens
fviierally are estoppel by our conduct and our acts,

in.t in thin particular the ruleof estop-pel apply to the Uovt-- i iiuicni atso? It is said-e- ven
Uie gentleman from Pennsylvania will notdeny it thil wlmt is intended to lie accomplished

should tie done. He will also admit, I think, weliave a much Inrtler opportunity of securing thislegislation in this appropriation hill tltaii we will
have by waiUngto enact either one of Uie isolaied
provisions that have been alluded to, 1 hope the
geultoiituii. unless Jit think-- it absolutely essential.
will not insist upon his jiint of order.

Mr. RANDAL!,. I insist ujkju my point of order.
There may possibly be merit in the proposition of
th- - gttnttoimtu from West Virginia; but we ate not
euUUaeiiUy informed as to tbe amount of money
Involved in hie proportion..r-- yOPP Will the gentleman allow mc to sayright there that if it is right wc should not baggieovr the amount of jnoney ?

After some iiirthur duhate as to whether Mr-Oo- tl

saiuwidmeia ought not to be qualified iu
Bniue respects, Mr. Jiird tKep.), of. Nebraska,

MS-- TAKES A HAND.
iIfMfrV?rh.U,eKC,,l,c"ian from Penn-jylva- -

addJolh.sbiUaiiaiiieiidmejitobligiitlug tlie Jov-cmine- ut

U pay tothesesoldierslbe pen-Jo- ns whichare honestly dim them, by compelling the Govt-r,,- .
filent to recoirniz! t!i(w .iiu..rr,...i. ,t. i

pau complains of an injury or a wound receivedIn the service, and it is .istablisbed by his anny"
w-- ,1 ' ,c "w " uie uein tnree niontlis orsnore during the late war, then Uio presumptionhall be that be received Uie injury or wound inthe line of duty? Iu support of such an amend-snei- it

I desire to say that the ojenttitB of the pres-ent pension Jaws which you are trying to enforceand which i desire to amend ia such Uiat the men
wIm have liospitat records receive their pensions,"'hle th eu who were wounded on our batUefield and did not go to hospitals are the men to
"- - are uwnea anaer vue-rwn-

L sys- -

" Sj'--V S?-?- - jJnr

1 will state tbe amendment which I propose, and
which, taken in connection with thatotlcred hy
tbe gentleman from West Virginia, will go far to
correct the abuser of Ihe-riystc- as now aduiinis-tre- d.

Add after Hue 26 in scctiou 2 the following:
'Irovid?d, That in aUtheeuses now pending in

the Pension Department, or that may hereaAer
arise, here the applicant for pension is shown to
have nerved three months or more in the Held and
to have received an honorable discharge, all inju-
ries sustained by him while in the service shall be

j presumed to have been received in the line of duty.
uiiless tho cotilinry be shown by proof, the burden
of which shall be upon the Government. And
when il --shall be established, by two oi more credi-
ble witnesses that claimant has suffered from such
disutility since liU dischiirge, it shall be the duty

1 of he Commissioner of Pensions to grant such
pension as . the proof shows the applicant cuutled
to."

Mr. Hammond (Dem.), of Georgia, insisted
on tho point of order, whereupon Mr. Wait
(Rp.). of Connecticut, addressed the House as
follows: t

1TE. WAIT'S HABD lilTa
Sir. Chairman, the result which the pending

amendment to the bill aims to accomplish is one
which ought to icuelve the approval of every mem-
ber of the House. If under the rules that control
the action of the House the Chair should hold that
the amendment is subject to u Miint of order, then
J tru-- 4 that the object sought to be effected by the
some will le embraced iu another bill which will
receive the unanimous support of the members of
this body without regard to p.irtv ufllliations. 1 he
amendment in effect declares that the United Suites
Government, when it received a man into its mili-
tary service during the Jute war and had him ex-
amined by surgeons who were selected by and
acting as the agents of the Government, and these
agents had decided that he was then a sound man,
tree from disease of every kiyd, and in ull respeeis
lit to discharge lhe duties of a soldier, now aims to

at naught its own action at the time of his en-
listment, and to compel liim to go buck twenty
or more years and show what his physical condi-
tion was xvhen he entered the public service.

The existing laws or rules of the Pension Bureau,
Ignoring the opinion of medical men based on
careful examination, throw upon the applicant for
a pension the burden to urove by testimony, which

j it may be for him to obtain, the fact
that be was free from disease of every kind at the

I time of his enlistment. His family physician may
be dead. Parties in whoo employ he was or who
were bis early associates may nlso ho dead, or

j removed to psrts unknown, or after so long an
iniorveuinglime may retain no distinct recollec-
tion as to liia physical condition when he entered
tbe army twenty years prior, fii that wjiy a sol- -

J dior when lie presents his application to Uie Gov
ernment officials, asking them to give him a
pension as a imitial remuneration for loss of health
ru?ultiug from the prh'ations and exposures inci-
dent to life in a ennp, or from confinement in a
military prison, is coldly met with refusal on the
ground that he cannot show allirmalively by the
testimony of medic d incii, commissioned oiliesr-i- .

and comrades that ho was iu every respect a sound
man when tlie Government by its agents eiiuniiied
and accepted him. A rule more uiyust iu its ope-
ration could scarcely lie devised.

A "WOED FOK THE WIDOWS.
But it is not the soldier alone who suffers great

wrong from the effects of this rule of the Pension
Bureau. Tlie sobtier dies and his widow mid
children, often left without mean to feed and
clothe them, call upon the Government to give
them the liille aid which a pensh-i- i may afford,
and their request for justice is met with the cold
response, ' Prove by the evidence which our rules
demand that your husb:iud or your Cither wis free
from etory form of disease when he left his home
to peril health and life for bis country." Jf it
would be difficult lor the soldier to reach the proof
required to enable him to obtain justice at the
hands of Uie Government, it will surely be impos-
sible for the widow and the children to gel the
evidence that is demanded from them. In thou-
sands of cases where the soldier, the widow, and
the child of Uie soldier have claim that should be
fnvorably listened to and their applications for
assistance uiihesibitingly granted, they have been
deluirred by conditions and requirements with
which it is for them to comply. These
arbitrary and oppressive rules and requirement
should be removed by the proposed amendment or
oUier legislation of like character.

Mr. Charimati, 1 am often in receipt of commu-
nications from soldiers w ho are suffering under
diseases which ftre Uie fruits of camp life, or from
the widows of soldiers who have died from such
diseases. tHling mc ihal they have failed to obtain
justice solely from their inability to show the
physical condition of the soldier at the time of his
enlistment. The witnesses to whom they would
look for aid have gone to parts unknown, or are
dead, or have lost recollection in regard to the
case. Lei us now, Mr. Chairman, legislate in away which will do partial justice at least to the
brave men wbo periled life and sacrificed health
to save this Union, and not only to them if they
are living but to their widows and children if they
are dead.

Mr. Warner (Dera.), of Ohio, insisted that
the bill already reported from the Committee
on Pensions, Bounty and Back Pay fully cov-
ered the ground, and offered it as a substitute
for Mr. Goh"s amendment, but Mr. Hammond
apain made the point that it was not iu order,
and was sustained by the Chair, whereupon
Mx. Bclford (Hep.), of Colorado, said :

AIR. BELFOKD'S CQMilON BEKHB.
Now gentlemen have had theirsny and I propose

to have mine fur a moment, i urn speakfng to the
point of order, and the question i. is this amend-
ment germane to the bill f How will you ascertain
until you look at the bill lteelfT What is this bill
about except invalid pensions? That is what thebill itself contemplates. That is its subject-matte- r.
JNow 1 thiiiK that when a child looks like its fatheryou ought to presume at least tliat he had some con-
nection with that tamily and is germane laughter
and that be is entitled to go iu at Uie family board
and the family table.

The gent eumu talks about ejcpendlngthe money
of the people. Does the mere presumption that a
man who was a healthy man when he was mus-
tered into the army increase your public expendi-
tures? Does your Treasury rest upon a miserable
presumption? How does it increase the appropri-
ations? Iu what maimer does it increase them?In w nat measure. I ask. are they increased ? This
amendment says that every widow who lost herhusimnd iu Uie army shall uot lie required to prove
that he was' a sound man when he entered Uie
service if be bad been examined and accepted by a
board of ofuuers appomted by the Government ofthe United states to determine w hethcr he was able
to serve or not. You know that he could not huve
entered into that army if he had a physical defect
oi any kind. If he bud a crooked tooth, that would
have rtyeded him e thf examiners.Do you not know that to be a fact, and why 7
Ujani the old theory that he luul to bite off the endof thecurtndgf. alihoiiKh m 1KW you know and I
know that no man could bite oil the end of a brass
cartridge. ILaughler.J And you. understanding
tliat fact, and not withstanding the cloie and care-
ful examination which was made by Iheollicers oflhe United Mates, you uy that the soldier's widow
shall prove to this Government thut he was a soundman when he vent in ! And you know how rigidly
they were examined, sliipja-d- , insj-cete-d, theirmouilis opened like the slave.'; sold in the marketsat Constantinople, and if sound they were musteredinto the army. But now under a mistaken policy
of economy the griitleiuuu expects, but nUa vainto ride into the Presidential office.
Laughter. lit that expectation he refuses us. theminority of this Kepubiieau House, who- - virtuehe has kindly undertaken to pioteet, the right toincorjairute m this bill a just auu wise and proper

amendment.
ME, BKUMlt EEN'EWB THE FIGHT.

At the conclusion of Mr. Belford's remarks,
the Speaker ruled Mr Guff's ameiidiuentoutof
order on the ground that it changed existing
law and did not retrench expenditures, and
therefore was uot cermam fyt tlmhili I ut.
in the session, however. Mr. Brunitn (Bep.), of
Pennsylvania, moved to amend by adding the
following to the bill:

I'ruvided, That upon the question of the physi-
cal condition of Uie soldier at the time of musterinto service the common-la- w rule of evidence as to
burden of proof shall be adopted iu tbe adjudica-
tion of all claims for pensions.

Against this amendment also Mr. Bandall
made a point of order, and Mr. Brumm spoke
as follows in support of his proposition :

The law as it now stands provides that soldierswho have received certain wounds or incurred cer-
tain disabilities in the hue of duly shall be entitledto pensions. This provision, as the Commissioner
of Pensions thinks, makes it incumbent on him torequire the soldier to prove afJirmatively that thedisability was received iu the line of duty, and as apint of sudl proof io show that he had no disability
when ho was mustered in. Under the present con-
struction of the law the soldier is compelled toprove a negative. I do not wish to criticise the
action or opinion of tbe Commissioner of Pensions

'" Jud.meiit this view of the law is notcalled for. The Commissioner, 1 submit, wouldhave the right to presume that the soldier was soundin body und lnhid when be enlisted. He wouldhave the right to presume, as all the rules of evi-deu- ce

presume, that the oHic-e- m of the law per-formed their duty when they enlisted the soidier.the would have the right to pre-sume that when the soldier was mustered Into theservice he hadai! the qualifications necessary toentitle him i ! imh.i...-...- i . i ..
eei tarn physical quulilications as to stature, health.

t"'""'i"u suouiu oe unit uie soldierbad all these quaiillcaiions.
But the Commissioner of Pensions seems to thinkIt became necessary to cstablUh afiirniatively againthe fact tlua he had all these disabilities. Hence asto the first branch of the p..h,t of order. I say it iswithout foundation. It changes no existing law,but is simply declaratory of what the present lawi. and it enables the Commissioner of Pensions todo as I believe Congress wishes him to do and asthe tmople demands he shall do. And m that ro-jpt- rd

it is certainly not liable to the point of order.
THE COanilON'-I.AW- - DOCTIUNE.

A to tbe second proposition, that In, to tbe ques-
tion of letreiiehuieni of expenditures, 1 have this
to say; Why. Mr. Chairman, the question as to
whether these soldiers are eutt!ed to their pension
or not is matter of evidence, and the more you
cloud Uie testimony the more you complicate themachinery by which you arrive at the proer facts,the more you expend the money of tbe people.Simplify your work; uso tbe common law doc-
trine; urn the raiiie rule of law and of evidence
with the soldiers Uiat you would uso with the bum-ble- st

claimant against this Government; use thesame simple rules of evidence, and you will prao-Ucal- ly

retrench extxsnditure.
How many employees are4n the Pension Offlce

to-da- y, kept there year afujr year for no other nur-1-sj
tlian to Jiaul and to overhaul, to adjust and toreadjust, to examine and to ; not fljibjh.--
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tng their work, but extending it from year to year,
thus making your expenditure so much larger
limn it ought to ho. My amendment means that
you shall simplify the wo It of the Pension Office;
that you shall say what shall be evidence and what
si mil uot; what is their business und what is not.
This is, in other words, to tell them at the Pension
Office, you have no bushic&s to spend the money of
tho country in having men attempt to prove a neg-
ative. This teds them they must rest satisfied with
the record evidence, and to presume all men are
honest that tbe men who went into the service
and suffered disability were lionest.

Here Mr. Brunim's time expired, and tho
following colloquy ensued :

Mr. RANDALL. You might do a great injury
to the pensioner by establishing a new rule of evi-
dence. As I have said, it is now ex parte.

Mr. BRUMM. Oh. no. If you establish that
rule it shifts the burden of poor upon the Govern-
ment, and that is tbe effect of this and nothing
else.

"SECRKTAItY TELLER'S OPINION.
Mr. CURTJN (Dem.). 1'a. 1 understand that tho

Secretary of the Interior is prejnired to rule now
thut the priuui facie is with the soldier who was
regularly examined ami pronounced lit to perform
service, and the burden of proof is thrown upon
the Government to prove that he was not fit and
that his muster was a fraud.

Mr. BKUMM. If that be the case there can bo
no harm in the adoption of this amendment.

Nevertheless the Speaker ruled, this amend-
ment also out of order.

Mr. White (Rep.), of Kentucky, then offered
the following:

,liid provided further. That the mother of ndo-ccas- cd

soldier shall be assumed to have been de-
pendent upon her sou within the meaning of the
pension laws, if at the date of his death or at any
time subsequent thereto she had no other adequate
means of support.

In support of his amendment, ho said:
Under the presentrulingtho mother is compelled

to prove that she was dependent on her son. Now,
it is very hard for the mother to prove at this time
that she was dependent upon a son who was just
entering manhood and went into the army nnd
lo-i- t his life; but it is easy for every one of us to see
that she was soon to be dependent Upon him, and
that she wuld have been dependent upon him
mora or les from that time to this. But no mother,
however much she may be suffering now, if she
cannot prove that she was dependent upon her son
at the tune hfc enlisted can get a pension for that
sou's services, although he may have lost his life
iu the service. It strikes me that there Is here so
clear a case of injustice that we should not higgle
about it lor a moment.

Mr. RANDaLL. As the gentleman from Ken-
tucky has spoken on the merits of his proposition,
1 yield for a moment to the gentleman from Ohio
Mr. Warner to make a statement, that it may be

seen that in making the point of order 1 am uot
oppocd to the proposition, but I make it because
it has no place in this bill.

Mr. WAKNER (Ohio). I wish to state that tho
bill I have heretofore referred to cures tho defect of
winch the gentleman from Kentucky complains.

Mr. WHITE (Ky). But does the gentleman think
we will pass it this session.

7J. WARNER (Ohio). I hope we will on Mon-
day.

The CHAIRMAN. Docs the gentleman from
Pennsylvania insist on the point of order?

Mr. RANDALL. 1 do, fur the reason I have
stated.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair, on the grounds
already stated in connection with the amendment
proposed by the gentleman from West Virginia
Mr. Golf J, sustains the point of order.

And so the several attempts to incorporatoin
tho pension appropriation bill some positive
legislation to prevent further delay in the ad-
judication of the claims pending before tbo
Pension Office, and thus make sure of action
by both houses of Congress during the present
session, came to naught. Nevertheless, we feel
certain thut tho effect of this debate upon the
future action of the House will bo decidedly
salutary, for the fact has now been clearly de-
veloped that it is not the illiberality of the
pension laws that are tho cause of tho delay in
the Pension Office, but tbe unjust and illiberal
interpretation which the hitter has placed upon
them. Kepresentative Curtin's statement that
the Secretary of the Interior is ready to rule
that upon the Goverumeut rests the burden of
proof that the applicant for pension was not
sound at the date of muster, is a plain admis-
sion that this is not a question of law, hut
simply ouc of administration. This ruling
could and should have been adopted long ago.

- - - -
That Charge at Cold Harbor.

To tho Editor National Tuibune:
In The Tiubune of tho 20th ult. I notice

an account of a charge of the 3d division of the
Cth corps at Cold Harbor, Va., ou the 1st of June,
lo(M, written by P. liobertson, of the 10th New
York, in which he says the 100th was the ouly
regiment that charged after we bad taken tho
rebel works, and that it is a mystery to him why
a single regiment was ordered to make such a
charge. It is a mystery to me why he thinks
so, else the 106th New York was not with tbe
1st brigade at the time. Now, Mr. Editor, with
your permission, 1 will give a short sketch of
the charge, as I recollect it, for tho benefit of
the balance of the brigade.

Wo charged through the belt of woods, which
had been set on lire and was still burning;
through the plowed field; through the swamp
some of our men nearly sticking fast till we
reached tho works about a huudred yards up
from the swamp along the edge of the woods.
We mounted the works and guve a low yells,
when our officers commanded us to " charge on !
goahcad! " which wedid, not at unarms aport,
but at a charge bayonets, ami captured a great
many rebels who had dodged behind trees. Wo
charged up the bill, not down in the swamp,
until we came to au open fluid, or plain, where
we halted. The report then was that our flanks
were not supported, as the balls came from our
right and leit. We did not go back to the rebel
works till the next morning.

Now, 1 was always under the impression that
our whole brigade was there, the 100th New
York on our right and tbe 57th P. V. on our
left, aud if the 106th went back that night
they went before we did, aud they ought to
have seen us when we came back tbenextmorn-ing- .

Our colonel Col. SehalL of the 87th
commanded the brigade then, and was wounded
while we were going back, but did not leave
us till he bad the line formed.

When we came to a halt at the edge of the
field, I and two more of my company weufcout
a couple of hundred yards ou top of tbe rise,
where tlie rebels had thrown up works for their
artillery, and in one of the holes sat a rebel. We
wanted to capture him, but found he was dead.
Just then we saw a squad of rebels coming jpthe hill, yelling and waving their llag, aud
behind them came a line of rebels, who opened
lire on us and forced us to return to our com-
mand. It was then getting dark, and I was
detailed with some others of my company to go
out as skinuishcis in front of our regiment in
the field, and was relieved about 10 or 11 o'clock
that night, and our regiment was still at tho
edge of the field and stayed there till the next
day. Michael Ueiman,

Yobk, Pa. Co. B, 87th P. Y. L

The 241b and 5th Corps.

To the Editor National Tkijjune:
lu your last number J. G. Storey, of Boston,

states that he fails to find any notice in war
books of the 10th and 18th corps after reorgani-
zation. I was a member of company H, Lldth
New York volunteers, 18th corps. Wo wore
Sent to New York iu November, 18(M. to give
them "an honest electiou," by General B. F.
Butler. Soon after our return to Fort Harr-
isonor, rather, Fort Burubam tho 10th and
18th porps of mixed white and colored troops,
forming tho 24th (.colored) aud 25th corps, both
under E. 0. C. Orel, relieved the 5th corps at
Gravelly Kuu, that they might accompany
Sheridan to Five Forks, near the last of March,
1805. April 2, 1SG5, our division (Foster's)
passed through the lines towards tho city and
captured Fort Gregg, and, as I supposed, Fort
Bahiwiu, close by, although "A Guide to tho
Fortifications, c.. Around Petersburg, pub-
lished by the Proprietor of Jarrett's Hotel,
Petersburg, Va.," gives the credit to a brigade
each of the 6th and 24th corps. I have seen
the 24th and 25th corps mentioned in a number
of books. I kuow that during the chase of B.
E. Leo wo lost many men in checking his army
at Bice's Station, six miles west of Burkca-vill- e

Junction, ami also that those corps march-
ed very fast the 8th of April and nearly all of
that uight to support Sheridan at Appomattox
Court-llou- se tho morning of the 9th of April,
lbOo. 1 well remember that as the cavalry
were bemg driven back by Lee's skirmish-
ers, supported by artillery, we opened our lines
and let them pass to tho rear, and great were
their expressions of delight on seeing our ap-
proach iu a long liue of battle. Oue cavalry-
man in particular, as ho passed through com-
pany II. turned in his saddle and shook his
list savagely at the Johnnies, and saying, with
grating teeth: "Now, you, you've gotsome- -
thing besides horses to drive." General Cham-
berlain, of Maine, gives E. O. C. Ord tbe
credit of being in command at tho surrender
until Grant's (or Meade's) arrival on tho
ground, E. M. Tinkham,

Co. H, 148th N. Y. Vola.
SPBrNGFIELD, MASS.

Keep 1b tke Fashion.
Tho Diamond Dyea always do more thanthey claim to do. Color over that old dross.It will look like bow. Thoy aro warranted.

10c. at druggist. Wells, Bichardson & Co.,
Burlington, Vt.

WHERE TjiEjjFAULT LIES.
Cases SliOYTiug IVltyCJSalnis to Pension Are Not

VDotTcd.
"" ill '.!'

In another colunjfi o tho present issue wo
print an mticlo onJj'.Tlje Pension Tragedy," in
tho course of which it is shown that the exist-
ing delay iu the adjudicatiotTofpcnsion clatm3
is largely duo to thoInUnreasonablo require-
ments of tho PensTriti Office as to evidence and
tho application of JnarrAw and technical rules,
for which there isiio wttrraut in law or equity,
aud in order thut ir readers may see for them-
selves that these requirements "and rulings aro
such as vo have 'pronounced them, wc print
herewith a number of reports from the House
Committee on Invalid-Pension- s on private pen-
sion bills, showing .tho&'grounds ou which the
applications of the claimants woro rejected by
the Pension Office, and tho reasons whyin tho
opinion of the committee, they are, neverthel-
ess, entitled to pension. It will be obvious,
wo think, to anyone who carefully reads these
reports, tliat the ovidence which satisfied tho
committee that tho claims in question ought to
be ullowtd, would have abundantly justified
tlie Pension Oilico in allowing tbcm in the
first instance, and that the claimants ought
never to have been forced to apply to Congress
for relief.

Hero is tho report No. 773 submitted March
11, 18S1, by Representative Bagley, of New
York, to accompany bill H. B. 530--1 to pension
William H. Whitcomb:

The petitioner was enrolled on tho 1st day of
October, 1651, in company M. 5th regiment New
York cavalry volunteers, and was honorably dis-
charged at Winchester. Va.. on tbe 19th day of
July, 1BG5.

lu a ehargo upon the enemy at Harrisonburg,
va., his horse was shot under him and another
horse fell upon him, seriously injuring his side,
from the effects of which he has never recovered.
Also at Parker's store, in Virgiuia.be received u
gunshot wound in the neck on the left side, and
again iu an engagement at Buckland Mills, in
a charge, he was caught and thrown betwem two
trees and his right kneo severely injured. His
claim was rejected by the Pension Oilice on tho
ground of no disability since discharge.

O. W. Armstrong. M. D., late surgeon 5lh New
York cavalry, testifies nsfollows: "Thut the claim-
ant, on or about October 19, lkC3,nt Buckland Mills,
Va., While in line of duty, and during an engage-
ment with the enemy, was injured in his right
knee by being forced, whilo mounted, against a
tree, receiving a contused wound of said knee;
thut on the 5lh day of May, 1S64, during the battle
of the Wilderness, he received a gunshot wound in
the left side of the neck, passing through the skin
and sterno-mastoi- d muscle; was treated by me for
the said wound, being dressed as required, but not
sent to hospital."

Justice Travis and "William H. Bogardus, com-
rades, testify that they were members of company
M, 5th New ork ciwalry, from tho fall of lSdj to
December, 18C3; that William II. Whitcomb was a
member of said company during all this lime; that
they knew of said Whitcomb being Avounded by
being shot in the neck while in the line of duty, at
Parker's store, in Virginia, and of his being injured
by a horse falling on him in a charge on the enemy
at Harrisonburg, Va , on the 6th day of May, 1602.
nnd of his lining injured in the right leg aui knee
at Buckland Milts, Va., in tho summer of 1EG3, by
being caught and thrown against two trees, in a
charge. And the said Travis says that he was
present and attended tho soldier in tbe hospital at
Winchester, Va.

Amos II. White testifies that he was first lieuten-
ant aud captain of company D; major, lieuteuant-coloue- l,

and colonel of the 5th regiment New York
Volunteer eavulry, and knows the petitioner, wbo
was a member of company M, of same regiment.
That on the 6th May, 1662, the soldier was present
with his company on duty; that iu an engagement
with the enemy's cavalry under Ashby, near Har-
risonburg, Va., his horse was shot, falling on and
injuring him. That in an engageuientat Buckland
Mills, Va., October 19, 18C3, said soldier was pres-
ent on duty; that the nature of the ground on
which the buttle was fought was rough and partly
wooded; that in one of the ninny charges made on
tbe enemy, said boldier-wn- s injured. That on the
5th day of May, 166-i.a- t the battle of (he Wilder-nes- s,

Virginia, near Parker's store, Whitcomb was
present and in command of his company during
the battle, which raged all day, and was shot in
the neck. The coldiiel also says that this soldier
repeatedly distinguished himself, and for meritori-
ous service be was promoted to second lieutenant
of company K, May 2, -l. and first lieutenant of
company L, November 14; 1804. During the entire
war he served with credit to himself and honor to
bis country. i

J. Jewell, M. D.. examining surgeon, says : "Inmy opinion tbe said, William H. Wliitcomb is total,
third grade, incapacitated for obtaining bis sub-gistan- ce

by manual labor; Judging from bis pres-
ent condition, and from the evidence before me. it
is my belief that the disability did originate in
the service, in the line of duty. The disability ia
permunent."

The splendid record of this soldier, shown by tho
commendation of bis supeiior officer, the many
wounds he received, and the faithfulness of his
service, recommend him. to your committee as
worthy of a pension, and they therefore ask the
passage ofthe accompanying bill, with the follow-
ing amendment: After Uie worl "cavalry," in
line seven, add tbe following: "and pay him apension of $3 a month.

It will he noted that in this case the appli-
cant was rejected, notwithstanding the report
of tho examiniBg surgeon was in tho claimant's
favor.

A wrcow's CLAIM.
Another illustration of how tho weight of

evidehce in claimant's favor was disregarded by
the Pension Offico and the application rejected
ou a trivial technicality is afforded by the re-
port No. 713 made by Kepresentative Holmes,
of Iowa, on the bill 50S6J for the relief of
Sarah J. Chipman, widow of Cnarles B. Chip-ma- n,

deceased:
Charles B. Chipman, deceased, claimant's hus-

band, enlisted on theCth day of May, 1861. in com-pany I, 3d regiment Wisconsin volunteers. He
in company 1,3d regiment Veteran Re-

serve Cotps, and was afterwards transferred tocompany C, 9th Veteran Reserve Corps. He was
mustered out ofthe service August 24, 1866. having
been in continuous service more than five years.
The record and evidence shows that up to the time
of his enlistment, and for a after-
ward, he was a sound mail. While iu the service
the soldier, on or about" May I. 1861. contracted
amaurosis (paralysis of the retina) in both eyes
which almost entirely destroyed the sight. About
August 1, 1873, in the city of Washington, D. C,the soldier fell, as would appear, from inability to
see his way, struck his head upon the sidewalk or
curbstone, was found lying there delirious. This
fall, as all the evidence shows, caused insanity, and
thesoldier was shortly after taken to the Govern-
ment hospital for the limine, In the District ofColumbia, where he died June 25, 1875, of epileptio
convulsion and organic disease of the brain.

The soldier had been pensioned from August 24,
18C6, alSS per month, on account of amaurosis of
both eyes. This pension was increased to S20 onMay 28, 1870, and to 24 by act of June 8, 1672, andDecember. 1874. to $50 a month.

The application lor pension by this claircantwaa
rejected by the Pension Oilice on the ground that
lhe malady of which the soldier died was not con-
tracted in the service, and that it was not the directresult of any disease so contracted. Yourcommitteo
hardly think it possible to read the evidence in thiscase without coining to the conclusion that this sol-
dier's disability and death wvro the result of theljs3 of sight acquired in the service, on account ofwhich hestuinbled over asloue in his way, seriously
injured his head, became insane, and died as
suited. The examining surgeon who investigated
his case, repored ai follows:

W. D. Stewart, M, D., says: "This man's vision
w good from tho time he entered the service iu
May 6, 1861, to June, 18G4. over three years. At thistime he observed that his eyesight was failing. Thehistory aud symptoms-- as stated by him is that of
subacute inflammation of the retina of both evesresulting in completeand probable incurable amau-
rosis from fatigue and exposure in tbe line of mili-
tary duty."

W. W. Potter, examining nurgeon, eaya : "Hasfurmiirnsil rif finlh pvw vimn .,... It-- ,(...,.-- .. i.
only large objects In Immediate proximity to eye
can be discerned. In walking upon the street apersonal atteuilant is required, and for many otherpurposes assistance is needed. Disability equiva-
lent to the loss of a foot and hand and permanent
in its present degree." Total, second grado.

J. O. Stanton, examining surgeon, says: "Thisman is sullering from partial loss of sight of botheyes, probably from amaurosis. The eyes are in-
flamed slightly; pupils dilated and insensible to
the light; can distinguish objects with great dim-cult- y.

He is incapacitated.for performing manuallabor."
As will be seen, the loss of sight caused the fallwhich resulted iu insanity and finally tho death ofthe soldier. It seems hardly necessary to assertthat but for tbe loss of sight, as the physicians say

while in tbe sendee in the line of duty, the soldierwould have lived miny years longer, and wouldprobably, never have sustained the injuries that hereceived in tho fail, and which in its result occa-
sioned his death. Tbo fact that the Governmentgranted him a ;ensiou, anlf incre?sed It from timeto time under the rigid rules of the Pension Office
would he an estoppel on the claim thatthe Govern-
ment was not liable, and that his injuries did notarise iu the service while In the lino of dutv. Wehardly think it worth while to be technical with
the soldier who first served' with credit five years
hi the most trying time of our history, and whosewidow now asks the, small jpetition at tbo hands ofthe Government. '

The claim for the minor child, TJlvssca ChJpa?rn
is perhaps not worth tsctisfderiug at this time, un-
less arrears bo granted. Tile minor would only beentitled to $6 or&l, without the passage of this actat most, being now nearly sixteen years of age.

Your committee therefore recommend theadoption and passage of tho noeompany substitutedbill.
What a happy contrast the treatment which

this claim received at the hauds of the com-
mittee offers to that which it received in the
Pension Offico I The latter's determination to
ho " technical with the soldier who first served
with credit flvo years in the most trying time
of our history" deprived his widow of tho
arrears of pension that justly bolonged to her!

ONE CONTINUOUS DISABILITY,
And hero is a case which still more clearly

shows tho disposition of the Pension Office to
take advantage of technicalitiesto justify its
reiectinn of inoritnr!mii nhiima TfiolUfra.
ferrcd to in the report No. 860J of Eopnaont- - !

ative .Houk, of Tennessee, to accompany bill
ill. E. 5176 to pension James I. Dail:

Claimant filed his application for pension April
3, 1S71, which was rejected February 2, 1SSL The
proof is dear and strong that ho was and is greatly
disabled. His m iuiry record shows' that he was
dischai-ge- d fro'm me service ou account of injuries
received near MeMiuuvillc, Tenn., by his horse
falling on him when engaged in a raid after John
Morgan's cavalry, in Way, 1S63.

A large number of officers and comrades testify
as to his injuries. Medical officers of tho army and
citizen physicians give the same evidence. It
would incumber this report to attempt to .not out
anything more than (ho substantial effect aud
logical and leual conclusions to bo drawn from the
elaborate testimony.

It shows that alter receiving injuries as aforesaid,
his wounds and bruises so affected him that a large
abscess or carbuncle formed ou lhe right sidoof
lower body and right thigh, by reason of which,
as already stated, he was honorably discharged
from the military service. A long chain of both
professional and lay testimony shows that from
these original injuries wore developed piles, Cstum
and hemorrhoids.

Official medical examination shews him to bo
wholly disabled, or virtually so, from these identi-
cal causes. A largo number of skillful anil reput-
able physicians bear positive testimony to bis dis-
abled constitution, and assign the same causes.

And still his claim "was rejected on Uie ground
of no record of alleged disability," and that "the
records show that ho was discharged for a different
disability from that alleged, and inability to fur-
nish medical testimony showing the existence of
alleged disability." Such is the record of rejec-
tion. This conclusion must have been arrived at
by the naked assumption that the abscess and car-
buncle resulting from the injuries received by his
horse falling with and upon him were in no way
connected with and superinducive of the other
disabilities mentioned. Yet the proof shows thatthey existed, the one right after the other, coup-
ling tlremselves together so as to form one contin-
uous disability, and originating in the same cause.
He is certainly shown to have been disabled in tbe
service of the United States. Your committee are
clearly convinced that claimantwas injured and
disabled whilo in the line of his duty; that he is
entitled to a pension; and therefore report back
bill H. R. 5176 with a single amendment, in.-erti-

the words " first lieutenant and " before the word
"quartermaster," and recommend that the same
do pass.

It is theso "naked assumptions," contrary to
tho logical and natural conclusions that slmuld
follow from an impartial examination of tho
evidence, that are tbo cause of tho rejection by
tho Pension. Offico of so many meritorious
claims.

ANOTHER WIDOW'S CLATST. ,
Another report No. 862 made by Kepre-

sentative Houck to accompany the bill H. R.,
5172j to peusion Mary L. Wells, tho widow of
George W. Welbs, is to the point. It says :

It appears from the record filed in the Pension
Oilice that George W. Wells, company 1, 1st Teu-- i
lessee infantry volunteers, made application for

pension during his lifetime, which application and
lhe proof to sustain it were very informally,

and imperfectly prepared.
This application was rejected. On October 5,

1875. the soldier died. Afterwards the widow, Mary
L. Wells, renewed the application in behalf of her-
self and certain minor children. This application
was also wanting iu professional skill and legal ap-
plication and force of statement, and was likewise
rejected, but tho reason therefor doet not appear in
the record, except from the letter of notification
that it was "rejected on the ground that the disease
of which the soldier died was not the result of his
military service."

In answer to this ground of objection we collate
the following testimony: The 'captain and first
lieutenant of bis company testify that he had the
measles at Camp Dick Robinson, Kentucky, in Oc-
tober, 1861 ; und that in February, 1862, at Cumber-
land Ford, Kentucky, he was attacked with jaun-
dice and sent to a private house to be treated. Dr.
R. P. Eaton testifies that he treated the soldier after
discharge for jaundice, said to have been contracted
in the military ecrvico; that be saw him frequently
from discharge until death, and believes bis death
was caused by the disease he had at the time of bis
discharge; that he not only had jaundice but diar-
rhea, resulting from diseased liver and lungs; that
he continued to prescribe for him up to the serious
illness which resulted in his death ; and that he is
convinced that Uie soldier's death resulted from
these organic troubles, originating iu the service, he
having no other disease. Dr. J. J. Harrison and Dr.
T. H. Murray substantially corroborate tbe of

Dr. Eaton. These are reputable gentle-
men and skilled physiciaus. The proof Is conclu-
sive the soldier was sound when he entered Uie
service.

Considering tho circumstances and connecting
tbe facts tending to establish the disease and its
origin in the service, there can scarcely be any
doubt certainly not of such a reasonable cliaracter
as to authorize the rejection of this claim there
is, in fact,-n-o doubt that the soldier died from dis-
ease contracted in the military service of the
United States while in line of duty.

Your committee, therefore, report back billH.
R. 5172 with amendments, andrecommend thatthesame do pass.

EVIDENCE THAT SHOULD CONVINCE ANYBODY.
And here is a ca3o in which the committee,

notwithstanding the rejection of the claim by
the Pension Office, pronounce the evidence of
injury "complete." The report No. 871 of
Kepresentative Bagley, accompanying the bill
H. K. 3728J to pension Charles P. Mahan, says:
Claimant enlisted AugU8t30, 1862, and served as

private in company C. 146th regiment, New York
volunteers, until July 16, 1865, when be was honor-
ably discharged.

lie tiled application for pension April 3, 1S79,
alleging that he was injured ou tbe 13th of May,
1861, at Cliancellorsville, by a stampede of horses,
being knocked down and trampled upon, bruising
bis legs; afterward a bunch appeared upon the leg,
and this continued to increase until removed by
surgeon on the 25th day of November, 1873, weigh-
ing ten pounds.

Jerome Seance, a comrade of claimant, knew
him iu the service; was present when Uie stam-
pede occurred May 13, 1864 j did not see the injury
indicted, but saw claimant immediately afterward ;
he complained then of injury; said he was tram-
pled upon; camped with claimant; saw his leg, it
was fiillamcd and swollen. Comrades Goodfeliow
and Coiiiuntle knew claimant in service; knew
he was iujured'ut stampede; did not see injury in-
flicted, heard of it within a day or two, and knew
generally that injury was to thigh, and of the char-
acter herein described.

Several neighlairs of claimant, residing In tho
same village with him, knew him from time of his
return from the tvar up to the time the tumor was
removed from the thigh in November, 1873; saw
him very frequently; knetv he wits lame when hereturned ; heard him say it was cnused by injury
received in a stampede at Cliancellorsville in Mav,
18G4. and knew he was disabled from performing
manual lalxir.

Colonel Brown, ofthe 57th regiment, New York,
resides in the same village- - with claimant; has
known him since his discharge; knew of his lame-
ness and its continuance up to the time of surgical
oiiemtion; his father was one of the operators;
beard claimant describe injury; knew that bvreason of iqjury claimant was disabled from per-
forming manual service. All the witnesses unite
in saying Uiat claimant is respectable, worthy, and
truthful.

Upon this evidence ard personal examination ofclaimant, the examining surgeon, on the Hth day
of August, 1880, reported that, in his opinion, tho
claimant was permanently incapacitated for man-
ual labor, and that tho disability was permanent.

April 8, 1382. the case was referred by PensionDepartment as follows, viz:" Respectfully referred to W. R. Wood, medical
referee, with the request that he suite whether, in
his opinion, the tumor resulted from the alleged
injury, and, If not. whether claimant has been dis-
abled since discharge by reason of said injury or
results, Uie origin of which are not definitely
shown.

"April 8, 1882. J. W. Mi.veb."
To which the following reply was made to Judge

Walker:
" Respectfully returned to Judge "Walker. If itIs shown to yoursatistaciion that claimant received

an injury in the location of the tumor on right ieg
we will have to admit it (the tumor) as the result ofsaid injury. W. R. Wood.

"April 18, 1882. Med. Ref."The claim was Mjectfld by tho Department Feb-ruary 17. 1883, lu the following language; "Re-
jected, because claimant cannot prove that theinjury or tumor was caused while in the service."

Your committee are of the opinion that the evi-
dence of injury Is complete. The claimant himself
is a worthy and truthful man; the comrades haveno interest, and, although they did not see theinjury Inflicted, they were present, and establish
the fact that the stampede did occur; they heard
the claimant describe the injury immediately after
it occurred... One of them saw the limb;- - it was in-
flamed and swollen. The neighbors describe theappearance after his return. The character of the"j"'. s 'I ua wiiu resuus, aner alapse of fourteen years, repels the idea ofthe claimbeing a subterfuge or pretense. Wherefore wereport favorably, and recommend the passage ofthe bill.

It is clear from this presentment, wo submit,
that the failure of tbo Peusion Office to allow
meritorious claims is in many cases not because
of any lack of evidence, but the result of the
narrow aud illiboral interpretation which it
puts upon the peusion laws.

A Soldier Who Obeyed Orders.
To tho Editor National Tribune:

I wish to relate a little-inciden- t of themarch
of the 22d Indiana infantry to Kome, Ga. It
was tho intetitiou of General Jeff. C. Davis
to surprise the rebels sL d at that poiut,
and orders were given to uia. ' pkly as
possible. Tho boys, Iwwever, wou - ersist in
varying the monotony of tho tralhd by an
occasional shot ut a squirrel, aud one of them

a strapping big follow of company D, by the
name of Benjamin Kennedy, and .s brave a
lad as ever shouldered a guu was ca-g-

ht in tho
act. Asa punishment his guu was taken away
from him, aud ho was given a big fence-ra- il to
Carry in its stead. This. I think, occurred
about niuo miles from Rom. Well, the next
thing I remember is Unit in tho midst of, the
fight at Kome, in tho afternoon, I saw Kennedy
in the front lino of battle still carrying tliat
rail the colouel in tbe general oxciteineiifc
having forgotten all about it and heard Gen.
Dan. McCook, riding up to Kenncdv. dfimna
of him in tones of thunder what he was doing
with, that rail. Kennedy explained the mat i

ter as well as ho could, whereupon the general
told him to drop the rail and pick up a guu,
which ho di'd. After the battle the general
rodo over our way, aud, seeing Kennedy, pro-
nounced him a soldier after hi3 own heart.
Wo lost both our colonel and major in that
hattlo A. C. Kanajjd.

Wheatland, Dak.

The Last VTonl About tho First Shot.
To the Editor National Tribune:

May I say tho last word iu rugnrd to the first
shot at Gettysburg? Tho 1st division of cav-air-y

(General Buford commanding) were the
first troops at Gettysburg. They reached thre
late in ihu afternoon of Juno 30, coming in ou
the Enuuittsbiirgh pike, Colouel Gamble's bri-
gade (the 1st) in advance. The regiments in
this brigade were the 8th Illinois, 8th New
York, and part of tho 3d Indiana and 12th
Illinois. The 8th New York was in advance
of tho brigade aud met the enemy just
coming inlo the town near the seminary. Tbe
enemy fell back without tiring, and "we en-
camped some little distance beyond the semi-
nary, on the Chiimbersbiirg toad, and sent out a
picket, tho pickets from my regiment being on
either side of the road with tbe ail vance post in
the road and quite a distance in advance ofthe
Hue. Tho two men that were on this post ou
tho morniugof July I wero Alberts. Wetmore
and George Sboles. When the eueniy advanced
Wetmore fired three shots in rapid succession
from his Spencor, and these wero the very first
shots fired at this fatuous battle.

Walter B. Norton,
1st Sergt., Co. D, Sth N. Y. Cav.

Noewich, N. Y.

GlTe Ds a Sonj, the Soldier Said.
To the Editor National Tribune:

On the return of tho 2d division of the 12th
army corps to Bolivar Heights from a recon-
naissance up the Shenandoah Valley, in Decem-
ber, 1862. we camped one evening at Charles-
ton, W. Va., where old John Brown was tried
and executed. It snowed nearly all night and
tho weather was bitter cold, and in the morn-
ing when the boys took up tho march they
were all mad. So, as we entered Charleston the
1st brigade strnck up the grand old song, "John
Brown's Body Lies Monhb ring iu the Grave,'
aud sung it through. It bad no sooner finished
than tho 2d. brigade took up the song, and
after it tho 3d hrigade, and finally the whole
division. Considering the circumstunces. it
was the most inspiring music to which I ever
listened. A. H. Bbechkr,

Granada Bar, Mass. 137th N. Y. Vols.
" i- -

Colonel Rsynor, not Slack, In Command.
To tho Editor National Tribune:

You are in error in stating that Colonel
James R. Slack commanded the -- d brigade, 3d
division of the 13th Corps, on the Ikd River
expedition. Colonel Slack, with the 47th
Indiana, was at home on veteran furlough at
tho time, and the brigade was led by Colonel
W. H. Kaynor. of the 56th Ohio, who after-
wards commanded the division when General
Cameron succeeded General Ransom in com-
mand of the corps after tho wounding of the
latter. The entire 3d division engaged did not
number much more than a full regiment. Col.
Rayuor's present address is 32 Arlington street,
Cleveland, Ohio. Subscriber,

It appears that tho official reports are also
in error in this matter. Ed.

'' ' i

THE QUESTION SQUAD.
A Glcnce at the Contents of The Tribune's Hall

Bags.
Comrade Lester W. Mnrdock. company E. 121st

New York volunteers. Hartwick, N. Y., writes us
that he has in bis possession a testament which he
picked up on the Wilderness battlefield. May 5.
1663. On the fly-le- af is written "John Brandriff.
Co. B, llrth N.J. Reg't, 1st brigade. 1st division, ttbarmy corps." and the names of Emma A. Johnson.
Ella St. John, and Clara Corwina are written in
the book. It lias a' red-moroc- cover with tuck
and gilt-edg- e, and shows considerable service.
Comrade Murdoek will send the book to any of
the above-mention-ed parties upon application.

Comrade P. ZInn. company F, 43d O. V. I., Butler,
Ind.write3 us thatheatillposc-esse-s the U.S. blanket
which he drew at Camp Clufc-e- , Ohio. In October,
1861, and that it is iu very good condition, barring
one or two small holes. He would be glad to hear
from some of the comrades of his old regiment.

Comrade David A. Davi. company G, 81st New
York. Coffeyville. Kan., who was wounded in theleg at the battle of Fair Oaks, wants some com-
rade of his regiment to write up tbe part it took in
that battle.

Comrade Daniel Griffin,, company Ft 66th. O.V.
L.Hartford, Kan., wants some comrade to give a
brief sketch of bis regiment in The TiiiBtnfE.
Comrade Griffin was a prisoner for six months.

Comrade Joseph Henson, company K, 6th U. S.
cavalry, Ravenna. Ohio, writes that he was one of
the unlucky prisoners who were forced to march
from Lynchburg to Danville, in the summer of
1S64.

Comrade William H. Kramer, sergeant, com-
pany K, 5oth O. V., Upper Sandusky, Ohio, wanta
some comrade to write up the achievements of tbe
20th corps. Of tbe 132 men who enlisted in Com-
rade Kramer's company, fifteen were killed in ac-
tion, twenty-fiv- e were wounded, and three died
afterwards. The company numbered sixty-fo- ur

when it waa mustered out in June. 1863.

Comrade John R. Mills, Valparaiso. Ind., writes
that he has a collection of 150 old war songs, andsays that if he receives enough orders from his old
comrades be will publish them iu book fonn.

Comvade Theo. Fails, company C, 51st Illinois
Infantry volunteers. Corning, Iowa, would like to
know the whereabouts of the party (his name he
does not know) belonging to the 3d Kentucky
volunteer Infantry who messed with him in An-
derson ville prison. Comrade Eads says: "He
will remember that I went out for wood on one
occasion aud tbe quarterma-ter'- s wife gave me a
haversack full, which the guard took from me, but
at night dropped inside the dead-lin- e where I could
get it. The same lady also g-v- e me a sack of flour
tbe day we left Andersouville I would like to
know the present address- - of the quartermaster at
Andereonville in 1S64, 65."

Comrade J. J. Wood. Dunkirk, Ohio, writes us
that he has in his possession the veteran discharge
certificate of Syivanus Beck, of Captain 31. IL
Kidd's 14th Indiana battery, dated 3Iemphi-i- ,

Tenn.. 3Iarcb 21. 1864, nnd would like to know
what became of that comrade.

m
Comrade Israel Row. Longmont, Colo., would

like to get one of the photographs of the 19th
Iowa that were taken in New Orleans, before they
drew their clothing, after their return from Tyler
(Texan) prison.

3Irs, S. F. Proctor. Plymouth, JIass., writes that
she learns from 31r. Seth W. Paty. company E,
29th Massachusetts, of that place, that the spv who
was hung at Knoxville. Tenn.. In 1SG3, was George
E. Dodge. Sth Texas cavalry. The rope broke, and
the victim became conscious before he was run up
the second lime. Comrade Paty was an eye-witne- ss

of the execution. Comrade Edward Block,
company A, 74th Illinois. Jessup. Iowa, writes, on
the other hand, that the spy's name waa E. II.
Dodd; that he was hung in June. IS64. and that
the only papers found on him were private letters
from people in Kentucky to their friends ia the
South.

STILL THEY COME.
Tlie latest Reports From The Tribune's Eecrnltinjf

Officers.

Inclosed please find the money to renew my sub-
scription. 1 consider The Thibuse the best paper
published. 1 am a Democrat, but think tliat Sen-
ator Logan will best represent the soldier's rights
next term. Caleb Aber. Vienna. N. J.

Please And Inclosed $14 for fourteen new sub-
scriptions to The Tkibojtk. I happened to get a
copy of your paper the other day, and liked it so
much that I thought I would get up a club. Jamea
E. Curry, Stockton, Cal.

Inclosed you will find post-offi- ce order for S3 for
three more new subscriptions to your valuable
paper, which I would not be without for $5 a year.

G. B. Corwin. Sacramento, Cal.
Inclosed please rind $12 for twelve new subscrip-

tions to The TwntofE. Will probably send you
another list after the next meetinsof Georsre II.
Thomas Post. No. 9. of this-plac-e. James ILilills,
Deer Lodge, Montana.

Inclosed pleasn find $13 for thirteen new subscrip-
tions to The Tribune. The boys of La Fayette
Post, No. 217, Easton, Pa., got a copy of your paper
from a friend, and were so well pleased that I bad
no difficulty in securing this club. Joseph Ronge,
Easton, Pa,

inclosed please find 513 for thirteen new sub-
scriptions to The Tnmc.vE. I am fourteen years
old. and belong to the drum corps of Appomattox
Post, of which my father is commander. Harry
W. Thomas, Oakland. CaL

TRIBUNE PREMIUMS,
And What Our Club-Raise- rs Thiak and Ssr or

Them.
Accept thanks for your promptness in sending

the Waierbury watch. I am thoroughly satisfied
Uiat it is a No, l watch. I am highly pleased with
your fearless and outspoken advocacy of all meas-
ures favorable to the soldier's interest, for 1 know
"In what a forge and what a beat" during that
fierce and bloody struggle was molded the peace
nnd prosperity wo now enjoy. G.W.Cofliu, Coun-
cil Grove, Kan.

I would have acknowledged the receipt of watch
sooner, but wished to thoroughly test it, which I
have done, and can say truly that it is a marvel,
indeed both of accuracy and bsauty. Will H.
Pierson. College Comer, O.

Tho watch arrived In good condition, snugly
packed iu its little case, and waa ready for business
as soon as I gave tho stem a few turns. I presented
it to my boy, wbo is delighted with it. Every time
lie sees me through the day be compares his time
with mine (mywatch cost SS0), and the Watertmry

keirH right along with it, ITo says he believes his
watoh is as good .ia uiiiieif mfno did cost more.
S. S. Boggs, Suryn. Kan.

The Waterbury which I received from, you liaskept good time. Had it cost ton time- - on much, itcould not have done better. O. F. BeaL,3ihicraJ
Point, Mo.

I have carried tlie Wntermnry watch I had fromyou for lea mouth- -, aul find u, a. good timekeeper
equal to any $25 wut.Jx G. N. Hopping, Havaaa,

I am well pleased with the Waterhury watch yon
sent me. It keep a g.oJ tium as any jSu watch, --

G. W. Foreman. Ottawa. Kan.
The Watorbury watch yuu sent me U a daisy hvappearance. It keps good thmr, too. B. F. Bar-nu-m.

Sauk RapuL, .Mlun.

OUR CORRESPONDENTS.
Replies to Questions on a variety of Iatorestfuy

Subjeett.
tTo Correspondent. Write question on a sct-aro- to

sheet of paper. giv futt un,ne a,i adthsrsL
and murk if Correspondent' CoJuum." NuHtten-iM- m

win be pant to cuuimutiiHtiAM that are notaccompanied with full ui,u and a.Mnvt of writerOur r.Hdtjrs are rrmoaljd to iwcio.se a stamp forreply to their inquiries. f

J. F. , XtawreMport. J5m. We cannot say la.advance of ttiu pjiigwof the bill wfc, will he en-titled to iu leiw($rt. t he biu fa suH-jce-r. U amend-ment when it eiiiuoi up for muon. and it fct impos-
sible for any person t state in wbtti. shape it willpass, if at alt; and tliM ramwk .implies-- to all Uw
various mcusurat lending hoiore Louvre.

J. O. . J.'wirtf-,i'u- . --Senator Edmunds doenot lose his hi to a, vote by reason wr being pre-siill-ug

ollUer of the Senate. H am vote on anyquestion that vomes before the Senate, a under
th-- j Constitution cf the Umtvd State. eoeA, State laeutitled, to tux Senator and. therefore, to two
Votes.

A'. JS. Jitittrn, Ind. The following I a copy ofthe t referred to; - Be kumrtcd. &c. tliat sec-
tion 4 of au act vaulted 'An aot untieing appropria-
tions for the support of tho at my for the year end-ing June 30. I&M,' he so construed as to entitle tothe three months' pay proper provided lor therein,a. t officers-o- f votnmeers, bolow the rank of bngn-""r-sene- rai

who were in the service on the- - thirdday of March, 1805. and wh,i rcstxiwitioua weropresented ami accepted. r who went mustered outat their own request, ur otherwise honorably
from Uie swrvi- - alter the ninth day ofApril, 1S05." Approved Jmy 13, lags.

A. E. JA-A- ". Khbler. He.. aka. L When, where,
and by whom was the fst ' gnn ol tlie rohaHion.
tired? Ansiecr. .t hdo orfett. t- -. Prufcty morn-
ing. April 12. 18M, the He gHii w.uft ttpMt FortSumter by tbe rebels under OtwoiHl BoauwigHrd.
2. w ho waa the ymngrst volunteer m. Ute Union,
army, what ws ha from, ami what wiw hutage? Answer, risk qinrstkm wa ttoeHsMnt in. TherutBUKE Mime time rinee. hih! oat of the ujrs ofletters published, at Uie tiiuir yit vmvt be able tofonu an opinion. 3. Whut regiment w tba Hrtraised after President Lincoln' nste!i fortroopa?

.Anaieer. W are not aware that it has ever beenofficially decided.
if. B., Oketwts, Htch. Evidence on ftfer in anotherDepartment of the Govt-miHtM- it eatr ke used a

evidence iu a pension ehum. Notify ue pnsioa
Office of the character of tbe evideawj, ami iu what
oilice it is tileu.

C. S. R., Algernon A&. A person who proves upor commutes a homestead entry Htm muvts friinthe tract and srttfe upon other -- btt land in. thesame State orTorrkory as a prv-etuptG- r.

L. F. B.t Clinton. O. A pensioner's name it not
transferred from one ngtwo- - to atotler unless hft
has taken up-- his pern nurn i another
district. If he is traveling: he km exeuute h
vouchers wherever he may eltMueti t he. and- - hucheck will be sent to tne jtoKt-otH- ee address tost
known to the peusioit agent upon wfcose rolls he isborne.

J. L., Northeast, iTd. The Commissioner of Pen-
sion is appointed by Uio Pro-ideu- l. Suuh appoint-
ment is subject to vontiriiuUHm by ih Senate. The
President can also put hm ont" of onTea.

Mrs.D. V. V., Wyoming ibuwt. sayss Pleas tellme, if you can, who waa C-i-n's wifeT Answer
Enoch's mother.

A StUueriber. Junction, N. J". There fa nothing- tapreveut a pensioner hoidh.g theolSeeof postmas-
ter or any other puWfe ofjltte. and tlie pension fa iano case forfeited by holding siiefe office. The Com-
missioner of Pensions draws bus peio-to- u for loss ofleg. in addition to his s.ihiry u Commissioner.

L. J".. Jr., Xushviile. S. J. 1. AiidersonvjJle was
abandoned by tac rebel troops on Uie approach of
the Union forces, and the prisoners, turned loose.i Wins was paroled a a pnotier of war ty General
Wilson aud sulisequenUy arrested by ooier of thWar Department.

IF. K.. DHphaf. O. Any soldier who enlisted
after April 1. I8oi. for three years, sensed the bmof his euiistmeul aud wa-- honorably discharged,
having received tUO buuuty only lor Uiat service,
icw entitled to SlijO additional bounty under Uie act
of July 2S, Iaou. He cannot now apply, as all
claiuia for additiuuat bounty are barred. The lawexpired June U0, I5s0.

Subscriber, fl'hile iiitf, X. Y. Tea- doilara la off
that an attorney can demand or receive for hi
services in prosecuting a pension claim t where

iii rcusioti voice prior tw Juncjj. iaa.spceiiyiug a greater amouutqol.a are oi opinion- - mat lle claimant can legally tch
im burse the attorney orany other person Sr actualexpenses incurred tn huutiug up evK"enee. ainsK-- ic

other incidental expens-.-- , winch are ouhtufc of hia
legitimate duties 1st rvaa si in Uie claim. bupjAae,
for instance-- , the attorney, or any other pep-ju-v

should hire a conveyance; and g into the eouiitrx
iu secure muiiiiuaui ixom a m. llncsa. ami pay roe
such conveyance unl prutrabry the fee of noiaryr v,
&c, out of his pocket, we are clearly of opinio.
that the claimant should reimburse the partv, and
it would be legal and proper for Uie latter "to re-
ceive it.

Z. K. JT., Portland, Me., und several others. You.
are probably correct in stating that there was X
regiment of volulcers fmm Mosauhustts that par-
ticipated in the Mexican, war. Our statement in
reply to M. II. W.. April 3. io the effect Uiat Uwr
were no regimeids from theew England Slates,
was bused upon what we considered reliable in-
formation, and ws uot mietidt-t- ! U convey th
idea, that there Wcio no volunteers from tflosa-States- .

The statistics show that there were l.U-5-

volunteers from 3hisuchu.e:fei. m the Mexican war, ,
and we were under the impression that these were
independent ainjMiuie. not formed into a regi-
ment, hence our statement that there were noreyi-men- t.

ie. Upou pursuing Uie subject further wa
find mention made UutLu. bill to appropriate funds
to equip the3Ias.iehiLstU regiment having been
defeated iu the legislature. 3Ir Caleb I unhjug fur-
nished the requisite tunds iront hLowh, means.
He went to tbe war with the regiment its colo-
nel. The only credit given New England for vol-
unteers in Uie 3Iexicau war the t.u67 nmn above
referred to. A reference of the matter io the War
Department for hitormaiioit. ehuiict! lite foltowieg
respouse, signed by Uie AdjutaiM-Ueiitm- d: " i'h
pressure of husiuens at tin.-- dice wtj not permit
the furnishing of information of this nature."

Wvuimac, HLlt the widow ha Uie care of th
step-childr- en she draws-- their allowance ther artma
as if they were her own. No guardian Ur neces-
sary.

Q. IL D.. Fayette City. The Government pro-
vides head-stou- e for ,idier" graves thut are; un-
marked in private or vii age cemeteries. You.
should write to the tjuartcrtousler-Genera-l. 0. 3.
A., Washington. D. C. for further information.

R, T. JL. Jr., PHujistd. X. H. E. K.. Du Quoht.
Ml.; io. Lityuit. Kan. As stated in our issue of
March fi, lKM, commutation i.-- p.nd for tosrof aadof limb, and if the limb is diseased t.r injured so
as to be practically us- - less the pensioner i.-- entitled
to commutation, lie is imt. entitled thereto if his
limbtsuoteutireiy dixabred. TheSnrgwon-Genera- l,

U. 3. A., will decide uuy point mvotved if Uie same
is submitted to huu; we suggot. therefore, thai
you state your case to him tit a tetter.

A. H. T Knnsna Cit'j. Jfo.l. You are entitled to
no bounty whatever, the same having been, for-
feited by your promotion to the rank of commis-
sioned officer. 2. Pension !; rated lit accordance
with Uie rank at the time the dtsuhdiru r,rioinated.
If you were a private at that lime yuu are correctly
pensioned as such. Your sulisequent rank has
nothing to do with your pension rating.

a. B. J.. Alteidown. Pu, The Harper's Ferry In-
surrection (John Brown) occurred October 16. 1259.
You Were very near the date.

Old Soldier, Philadelphia. Soldier or sailors no
actually engaged at Uie seat of War iu Mexico
are not entitled to bounty lainL No land warraata
are due for services in Uie wur of the relsdtioo.

V. W. Jc. Maricopa. Arizam: The Surgeon-Gener- al.

U. d. A., hits a fund at his disposal which
enable- - him to supply mechanical appliances ia
cases of certain surgical deformities. Write him
for further information.

Inquirer, West Troy. Y. Y.l. It may be tha
you tailed to comply with our rules (see noticaat
head of this column) and did nut give your full
name when you wrote u before. We receiva
many letters signed with initials only, to which
we do not reply, because we insist upon knowing-wb-

our correspondent are. and besides, we may
prefer to repiy by moil. We do not discuss ques-
tions relating to the standing of attorneys m this
column. 2. We have-- no addresses or names of
surgeons of hospitals during lhe late war. Such
information will lie supplied by the urgenu-Gen-en- d.

U. S. A., this city, to whom you should ad-
dress your iuquiry. 3. The ho-piu- i) von refer to-wa-s

probably Harewod Genera) Hospital, and
Dr. Reed. B. Ltonte on. acting assistant surgeon. U.
S. A.. at Waterviiei arsenal, may be-- able to give
you some information iu regard to matters men-turne- d,

as ho was ou duty at said hospital during
Uie war.

Sercral Readers. In order to decide questions re-
lating to bounty it is necessary to shite to us the
exact dates of all enlistments and discharges, th
cause of iu ruch ease, tif for disability,
the nature of the disability,! the amount of bounty
already received, and the dates when such bounty
was paid.

Mrs. L. O.. Ripon, Wis. It has been decided thai
a widow is nut entitled to pension ifdeath of sol-
dier Wus caused partly by disability for which pen-
sioned aud. partly by a disability contracted a&ec
discharge.

The Kuh-Doh- tj Csaditlaa ef the Sytfew,
in which weakness, nervous worry and lotr
spirits unhinge oue completely, is corrected iy
Dr. Fosters Restorative, which braces up tta
muscles, enlivens the mind, and cuapoastka '
nerves with a-- power and promptness alto-
gether admirable. Office, 1707 Poplar s&t,
Philadelphia. $1. We know" Dr. Foster W
an experienced and reliable waetltioaari SI.' - --$
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